OF ke 4l sem turile speeies that are foud in
TLA wders ar Thal nesl on TLE. heaches, all
arc designated az either threatenad or
codanzercd under the Endangered Speeics
Acl. Bredapgrered 2Lalis esns o 2pecies is
considered in danger of extinetion
throughout all or a significant portion of its
range hrsbenend e L s el Lo
hecome endangerad.

Bix ol the seven sea turtle species are lHsted
as ehdanpered or Fheestoned: prreen, Kemp's
vidley, olive ridlew, hawlkebill, lopgerhead and
leatherback sea turtles, Only one specics,
he Bathack sea tarlle, B nol eonsilered
threatened with extinetion at this time,
Overharvest of cegs for food, intentional
killing ol sdulis aend Immatues Larlles Tor
their shalls and skin. and acedental
droeiing o cotmereinl ishing gear are
privrily reaposible Dor the worldwide
declineg in ees toetle pepatations. T addition,
coasial residential and rezort development
has degraded nesting habitat, ancd pollution
al oeeans Lhrsalens Teaping: habdlsl.

Sea turtles are among the largest living
repdiles, They have geales and a ooy shell,
are cald-hlonded. hreathe air, and Lay their
e onn Lanel, Sew turtles are long Bved,
althoueh seientists ave unecrtain exaetly

how Lo thsy Bive beeauze there 5 no knimwn
way to detevimine their age,

Tlnlike the lamd turlles Do which ey
evplved more than 150 million vears agn, sea
apend ahnost thedr entive lves in the
aia, They glide gracefully through the waler
wilh Mlipperadike forelimbs and & streamlined
chell. Sea martles fraquently come to the
surface to broathe when active, but they ean
remnain underwaler for severd] houes while
reeting, Leatherhacks can dive to more than
2,000 foot below seu level.

Thisgh mesl sea tartles e in wiem
trapical and subtropical waters, leatherbacle
arc the execption, They travel as far novth as
Labieador Cansda, sl Alacka s as Tae
gnuch ae the Cape of Good ope in Afriea
alil southern New dealand.

Adull grreen Lurtles sie el
(plant-gaters), while all other sen turtles are
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ceritivoies (meal-ealers) or ot
splant and mesl-ealers) Sen turtles o non
have teech; inetead, they use their powertul
Jaws o toar and erush their food, Each
speeiss preelbrs cerlain fomd ieme,

During the acsting season, which in the
conlinenta] TTnited Slales oveurs belween
March and Oetoher, female zen turtles come
ashore Lo lay thelr egps. Pomales cxonvato
pits weing their fore and rear Dippers Lo
recneves the upper Taver of dey sand, Then,
with their hodies o che pit, they use their
rear fippers todig cee chambers in riisl
sl Framales lay Teom A0 Lo 160 white o,
abont the gize of ping-pong halle, cover the
epgps with sand, and refurn to the wator,

The apres inebate for abont 50 to 7 days
betore hatehing at night. The sea furtle
hatehlings make Lheir way wp Lhrowgh Lhe
sand to the snefaee and then soarry toward
the water Hatchlings epend sevoral dagys
gwimining offshore until they reach salety
wilbiin Lhe preobeclive masses of loating
aoawead in areas whele arean clUrrenls
mect, These arcas, called deifilines, are
i in Gl aend provide hiding places that,
eoneeal juvenile turtles from predators,
They drift there for g yoar or more until
Lluey rench o cerlain siae or e 4l which
Lire thiy return tn nearshore waters,

As adulte, female sea turtles return to the
same beaches where they hatehed to lay
Lheir s, ollen navigaling aorss great
expansas of water,

Today there are sUll many threals Lo sea
furtles, Ses turtle nests can he destroved by
naoural events, such as tidal surges or
harrieanes, and the exgs can be lost Lo
prrendalion by eavenans, prhisl orahe, and
ather animals, Althouph adult sea turtles
have fow natiral prodators, sharls and
Liller whales are koown Lo prey on Lherm,
Tonlilee Tand tartles, sea tnroles cannot
protect themeelves by pulling their head
ingide their shell,

Thiman aetivity is the primary cause of the
dooline it sea tartles. Moditication to nesting
areds can have & devaslaling ellecl on sea
Lurtle popnalatiens. Tnomany cases, prime ses
turtle nesting sites also are prime roal

estates T a nesting aite has been disturbedd
ar deatroyed, lemale tartles may nest in
inforior loeations where the hatehlings: ars
L likely Gy suvivee, o0 thesy may 1o lay
any epes at all.

Avtifivis] liwhiing feom developed beaehfront
areas often disorienta neeting fomales and
natehling sea turtles, causing them Lo head
inland by mistale, Thiz leaves Lhem
vitlneruble Lo predation, exhanstion,
desiceation or being erushed by vehieles,
Adult fermales also may aveid beighily s
ress Ll wonld otherwize provide suitablo
nEsning sites,

Beack driving is snother major throar 1o
g fowlles, Headlights and movemont of
volileles on the beach at night ean deler
fermale turtles from waening sshore fo nest.
CHben, vehicles enllide with turtles at night.
Alzso, vehicles on the beach ean leave Ure
traeks in the sand deep enouph w prevent,
balehlings from Bakings 2 diveen voute from
tha beach ta the oeean and leaving thom
vilnerable o depredation, desiveslinn amd
eahauslion, Vehicles running over nests may
harm epgr devaloprment,

Activities in the open wsler slee threnten sea
Lurtlis. Bea trtles may hecame entrappod
in eormmereial fisbing nets and shrimping
trawls and canght on hook and line lixhing
ear Allthouph cartles can hold their breath
fior long peviods, etress and aetivity from
trving to eseape from fshing pear shorlens
this tirme and oflen resulls in death. Sey
lurtles =urfacing to breathe may be killed op
injured by ships, small boats and jet shis,

Commereial expledtation of san turtles for
fond and leather produets has led to the
collapse of many populations. Inlernalism)
Lrade in sem Lurlle shells has heen s major
facror in the decline of hawksbill populations
around the world. Betweon 1970 and 1939,
more than L2 million hawkshills were killed
[ir their shells ahich are need th make
cambe, hrushes, jewelry and other
arnamental ftoma,

B turtles often mistake halloons, plastic
pieces ahd other debris for food they
nortally cat. Constming this marine debriz



ean lead to matritional problems and death.
Wany ses lurlles, particnlarly those in
Flovida and Hawsii, are sllicid with a
discase ealled fibropapillovaatosiz. This
clisemse ean cause large tamors on Lhe
trartle’s whainy, gyes wid oo, aead sonctimes
atfeets internal cepans, Tirtles with heavy
tumor burdens beeome debilitated and die.
Alcheugh the discase primarily affects green

urtles, it s emerging 18 s aerious Lhreat Lo
lopgerheads aned has heen doenmented in
aeveral other scn tartle specics as wall,
Seientisiz believe Lhat the environmental
alteration of zan favtle forsring babilal by
pollution and contaminant: may also play a
e int Lhis disense

The 1873 Convention on Tnternationa] Trade
i Endangered Speeies regulotes the import
and rxporl ol endanpered and threatened
species. Mare than W00 CTTES member
pations pledged to monitor and reduece teade
im mes Lurlle produels,

To protect sea turtles in the sontheastern
[Tnited States, Congroess establishod vhe
Avehie Carr Malionsl Wilidlile Refuge in
1989, Located on tera harrier islands ol

Florida's eastern shoes, the S00-acee reluge
includes more than % miles of heach. Tarpe
numbers of loggerhead and green soa urtle
nesle are laid o thid avea, and it also
pravides nesting hahitak for Jesathertrcks,

Thoe 178, Fish and Wildlite Serviee, with the
assiatanen of sLale conservalion dgeneiss,
educares beaehfromt preoperty manees abous
the throats o sea turties and their pesting
abes ] sonrne eocenunitics now restriet o
prohihin besch ronl gkl ing during ses
tartle nesking season,

Sinee mseny ses Laelle dpecies fwin through
mternaninnal waters anr nest on henches
ontaide the L, sea turthe consexvation
requires glolal eooperation, For example,
Ternp's ridleys and loggerhends ollen wee
coughl in shvivep trawls in the Gulf of
Mesdeo, Carrently 132, and Moxiean
regriilutions regquire sl shreimpers Lo wae
tartle excludar devices, which provide an
cacape hateh for trapped turtles.

Conperation hetween The T8 Fish and
Wildllife Sorvice, National Marine Fiaheres
Serviee and the Mexican governroent now

proterls the only e emp's ridley
aesting sile in Lie worled, Thiz beach is
lpcatad along the Gulf of Mexice near the
willage of Hanche Muevo, While nearly
40,000 Feenale Kemp®s eidley aea turlles eame
ashare om thia heach in 19497, only 200 wers
obscrved nesting by LOTE. Today; because of
proteetion of nesting formales and their nests
ard the use of Lurlle excluder devieess in Lhe
shrimp fisheries of both Mewneno and the
Lnited States, there aeo an eatimated 100
nealing Demmales,

Piologists onee reliod on tagging as a
preans Loodetermine where and how far 2ca
Beetles migreale, Melal or plastic s,
placed on a flipper o om the shell, inehaded
instruetions for reporting the date and
borealivon of @ siehiing, Today, rescarchers
e matadlile Lencking devices Lo slody
migration. Hea turtles are ourfitied with a
srall transmiticr that sends o signal toa
sadedlile erbiting Lhe saech, Compuisrs on
Baard the satellite calmilate the lneation of
the furtle and send the data back o the
eerlh Do researchers to slady,

Laggerheard turtla
The loggerhend fovtle (s the wost aliadoand
rslinr g frerble fr the soutlhcasiora [0E
it i reediat treae b geellowe D enlor o
hews o fovge kead, The adult logoertend dx
2z o e feel Long and weighs 200 1o §00
peainda Logeperfiends fbed pidimarily oi
meollieke ond crustacams,

Kemp's ridley turtle

Thea Fiwip)sowialley borfle, Dhe roiest o
wiast endasgerad af il sen Dnelles 38 adsn
Eio srandlost wdfh adlulis veaciiing 206

e el g el el welgfiting S0 Ee 100
peids The Kevages vidley S en gond afed]
eentd 3 sty olive-gray 10 colow (s diet
erraatbs ittty of crabs, Calie most
cather sen bartle speciey, O Ko ridley
neats primorly dueing Hhe digtioe,

Hawkshill turtle

The foafealld foitle s o distinetiog Aot
Bidee Bk coaned er paetlerired (oo shedd vl
averlipdig seeeles A ot oy
ek dige t0 3 foed G Tenalh aad weigh D00

Lo s poereds, £ ds abie to ofimd over reefs
inrel rondng fedeat vn et eegetolior The
fsfelnilE foede priniarily on apotiges and 18
sreeesl e assoriated with the voral vegf
e T,

Graen turtle
Phe grecn biarfle oot reack wove thive 3 feel
i beregpbfe vl poeiph SO0 to SO0 oriras a8 o
crctuadt, Theragh Tvnuielal B colon s noame
comes frome the gresaish colie ofils fidl,
eolted calipog whick dves ysed o wake furtle
s, Holekllig green turtios el o raricty
af pliaets el coafnnds, bl odills feed
alinost pectusively o sengrnsses o e,

Leatherback turile

The leadlerDboek, o 4 fo 8 feal T lengtlh o
FOG b #00) poncas i e eefnl, L e
lecrpest af the gea turtles. Hta shell is
versranaed G warasaie of senadd Dovs
e Iy fienn, raddery slbibn with seren
tomgitidinal vidges ov beels Jellyfiel oee
the moin staple of ifs dial
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